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“WatRUfightn4” is a video, web-site and educational  
initiative designed to educate, inspire and motivate young people to  

become voices for positive social activism in the spirit of  
 

WALTER P. REUTHER 
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The goal of this project is to engage people of all ages, color and culture to be inspired to 
serve others through volunteerism and social activism. 
 
The video and educational guide will be distributed to every Detroit Public High School, 
Charter School and High Schools within the suburbs of Detroit.   
 

Please feel free to copy the DVD and pass it around -there is no copyrighting in a 
social movement! 
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We have also developed a website that offers a great deal of information and has many 
options and opportunities! 
 
The website offers these options: 

·  People can register and post what they are fighting for 
·  People can vote for their favorites…winners receive cash awards for the non profit 

cause of their choice 
·  The website offers a connection to volunteer opportunities across the country 
·  The website provides an opportunity to view the video for the first time or again 
·  The Education Guide is downloadable from the website 

 
The more hits on the website the closer we are to securing advertising and helping not for 
profit causes around the world! 
 
Start your own WatRUfightn4? campaign at home, work , church, school, or where 
ever… the more synergy-the greater the impact!  Ima gine our collective energies-

all of us-making an impact on our community and acr oss the country! 
 

If you are inspired; if you want to join in the soc ial movement…  
Your mission…if you choose to accept it…  

Become an advocate and public relations person who shares the website, the 
video and the mission of social activism and civic responsibility with everyone!  

 
For further feedback or information about the Education Guide, please contact the VP of 

Education for Matrix Human Services at 313-962-5255 or Matrix Human Services  
at 313-831-1000. 
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WHO WAS WALTER REUTHER? 

 

Walter P. Reuther was considered to be an average guy, but a man with great determination.  He 
was the son of a trade union member and a social activist. 

·  Born in Wheeling, West Virginia on September 1, 1907 
·  Dropped out of high school when he was 16 years old but later completed his degree at 

Detroit City College (Wayne State University) at the age of 22 
·  He was an apprentice tool and die maker and moved to Detroit in 1926 to seek work in the 

automotive industry 
·  He died on May 10, 1970 in a plane crash in Northern Michigan 
·  President Nixon called Reuther’s death “a deep loss not only for the organized labor but 

also for the cause of collective bargaining and the entire American process.”  He went on 
to say “He was a man who was devoted to his cause, spoke for it with eloquence and 
worked for it tirelessly.  While he was outspoken and controversial, even those who 
disagreed with him had great respect for his ability, integrity and persistence.” 

 

Reuther was a champion of social change: 
·  He was a leading figure among the United Automobile Workers (UAW); bringing 

unprecedented prosperity for working Americans 
·  He worked closely with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. leading 125,000 people down 

Woodward Avenue in Detroit for the 1963 “March for Freedom” 
·  He helped fund the 1963 “March on Washington” and was one of the few non-Blacks 

invited to speak 
 

Reuther worked for the equality among all he saw in need: 
·  He promoted equal opportunities for minorities through his organization of the Citizens 

Committee for Equal Opportunity 
·  He assisted in the establishment of the Health Alliance Plan (HAP) in the Detroit 

Metropolitan area 
·  He helped acquire housing and educational aid for people living in poor areas 
·  He worked for women’s rights: involved in the first Kelsey-Hayes Strike, winning equal pay 

for women in 1936 
·  He, along with Henry Ford II, started a program called the “United Fund” which is now 

known as the “United Way” in Michigan 
·  He was an early and active environmental activist 
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WatRUFightn4? 

(What Are You Fighting For?) 
 

Introduction to the Video: 
 
“WatRUFightn4” is a video, web-site and educational initiative designed to educate, inspire and 
motivate young people to become voices for social activism and civic change in the spirit of 
Walter P. Reuther. 
 
This project idea grew out of a desire to commemorate Mr. Reuther; a champion and national 
leader in labor and social causes, and to preserve his legacy in a positive and productive way.  
The United Auto Workers (UAW), Matrix Human Services, Wayne State University, Alliance for 
Children and Families and the United Way for Southeastern Michigan have teamed to inspire 
today’s young people to become a strong voice for positive social activism; fighting for social 
equality and justice in a contemporary society.  Through this music driven video, the collaborating 
partners will connect youth with the values and principles Mr. Reuther fought for labor and civil 
rights over a half century ago. 
 
This music driven video reflecting the life and accomplishments of Walter Reuther will inspire 
young people to become social change agents.  Entertainment media has great influence on 
people’s thoughts and actions, young people in particular.  This strategy incorporates an 
educational message into popular entertainment content to raise awareness, increase 
knowledge, create favorable attitudes and ultimately motivate people to take social action into 
their own hands (Singhal & Rogers, 1999). 
 
Studies have also shown that children learn from their role models, by watching what they do 
listening to what they say; which is the reason TV shows often use the combination of words, 
music and fast-paced animation to achieve learning (American Academy of Child & Adolescent 
Psychiatry, 2004).  The music driven video includes interviews and testimonies of local and 
national celebrities as well as local citizens to show how the principles that Mr. Reuther lived by 
are still at work today and can be found in successful individuals who a striving to make a 
difference in the community and the world. 
 
It has been found that television and music are the dominant youth media sources, with young 
people spending an average of three hours a day watching TV and about 1 hour and 45 minutes 
listening to the radio (CDs, tapes or MP3 players).  When looking at the time young people spend 
on other forms of media such as: the computer, video games and reading magazines; it has been 
suggested that young people spend nearly 6 hours and 30 minutes a day with the media (Kaiser 
Family Foundation Study, 2005).  This 30-minute video hopes to inspire youth to become 
engaged in social activism. 
 
Mr. Reuther was a champion for social change and proved that one person can make a 
difference.  Mr. Reuther fought for social justice regardless of race, gender and class.  Because 
of Mr. Reuther’s hard work and determination, working families now benefit from: health 
insurance, pension, paid vacation and safety in the work place.  Mr. Reuther was an ordinary man 
who dropped out of high school at the age of 16 years old, yet his fight for social justice changed 
our world.  This entertaining educational video will be used to inspire young people to take a 
stand and fight for a positive change within their community and even in the world. 
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“There is no greater calling…” 

 

     
 

 
 

“Yes, I Can”…make that commitment…  
“Yes, I Will…” 

 

WatRUFightn4? 
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Walter P. Reuther Facts/Information: 
·  He’s not just a freeway or a mental hospital 
·  He made a difference, too 
·  He dropped out of school early just to support his family 
·  He’s about self-education 
·  He came to Detroit from Virginia to work in car com panies  
·  He finished school while he worked 
·  He makes things happen 
·  He became the President of the UAW 

 
The cause: 

Things to fight for: 
Equal Rights, Homelessness, World Hunger, the Ecolo gy,   

Animal Rights, Genocide, HIV/Aids, Peace… 
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“My biggest fight would be for animal rights .  I am against animal cruelty. I do as much 
volunteering as much as I can.  I try to inform people about what they can do to help animals.” 
 
 
 
 
“I’m fighting for young people to have a voice -whether the voice be verbal, through visual arts, 
performing or music. Young people need to feel they are apart of what’s going on in society 
today-a lot of times they don’t.” 
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“I’m fighting for my son’s future .  So he can have a better life.” 
 
 
 
Her Cause/Fight: Creativity in Positive Problem Solving for PEACE  
 

�
 
“At 13 years old, my emotions were piling up and I was so down and I hadn’t told anyone.  I 
ended up in Children’s Hospital and then was transferred to a mental asylum.  All I kept thinking 
is that I wish I hadn’t done it.  All I could hear is that you have a chance to help somebody else.  
After I got out, that’s what I’ve been trying to do.”  
 
 
 
“I am fighting for the girls in Africa  because there is scarcity in sanitary pads.  The young girls 
use other things such as old cloths, newspapers, bark, leaves, etc. to protect themselves.  This 
problem impairs their education as they miss school one week out of every month.  My cause is 
for the girls-the hope and the potential they represent for my country.” 
I started a company named girls.period as a way to reach out to them: fighting for them. 
African words/sayings:  Fighting for the vulnerable. 
“ubuntu”-Humanity, I connect to you because you are a human being and I am a human being 
“umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu”-a person-your plight becomes my plight 
 
Who are you rolling with? 
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“We can make a difference by joining other causes.” 
 

Things to Fight for: 
United Way, Big Brothers and Big Sisters, UNICEF, S oup Kitchens, 

Habitat for Humanity, March of Dimes… 
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WatRUfightn4.org  
“I think it’s cool to see what’s going on and who’s fighting for something they care about.  People 
think we’re young and we don’t have a voice and can’t make a difference, but we can.” 
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What inspires you?  Who inspires you? 

 
 
 
 
My mom-she’s always shares her life experiences with me and she lets me know I don’t have to 
go through everything alone because she’ll always be there for me. 
 

 
 
 
My dad is very great speaker and is very respected in our community.  He helps out a lot and 
tries to better our community and talk to the youth to achieve what they want.  I hope to be just as 
good a person as he is. 
 
 
 
 
My aunt went through a divorce when her daughter was only 2 years old.  And now she has her 
Master’s degree and she did it all on her own.   
 

WatRUfightn4? 
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Walter P. Reuther facts/information: 

·  Reuther’s creative thinking pushed him into the nat ional spot light when he was 
able to enhance the manufacturing and production of  workers 

·  He pushed for health commitments when there was lit tle 
·  He was part of the solution 

 
What problems are you going to solve?  What questio ns are you going to answer for? 
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“For my Bar Mitzvah I had to do a presentation on a hero that’s made a significance impact on 
our lives-I chose my grandfather.  He was a childhood survivor of the holocaust.   I thought it was 
important to relate it to a story of what’s going on today.  I was amazed at the severity of the 
problem-GENEOCIDE IN DARFUR- and how little people are doing to help out right know.  
People aren’t aware of it.  It is estimated that 450,000 people have already died.  2 million have 
fled to refuge camps in which there is a threat of malnutrition and disease.  Those are the lucky 
ones because another 1 million are left in their villages with a constant threat of rape, raids, 
murder and torture.  I feel a personal obligation to do this because my grandfather and the 
holocaust.  Back then, people felt it wasn’t their problem…it was so far away.  But now that it’s 
over, people can’t believe they didn’t help earlier.  I don’t want that to happen again.” 
Three main things people can do 

1. Raise awareness with rallies 
2. Speak out for them-they don’t have a voice: writing letters, contacting the media 
3. Raise money to provide immediate aid 

“ I feel like I can make a difference” 
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Walter P. Reuther facts/information: 

·  It was the 50’s and 60’s-it was all about the civil  rights and a time for change 
·  Reuther helped fight for money and people 
·  If it wasn’t for him, the march wouldn’t have happe ned 
·  It’s about fighting for causes 
·  Making a choice to do what was right 
·  He along with  the UAW fought for the rights of  mi grant workers 
·  He made a choice to use his prospers to fight for o thers 
·  He worked with other civil rights leaders like King  and Chavez 
·  He put himself at risk for a cause he was feeling 
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·  Allan-my friends who helped me through a lot and a teacher here and there 
·  Fatin-my brothers and my father as the male role mo dels-follow in their foot steps 

on what they have achieved in life and what they be lieve 
·  Jessica-my dad because he’s been through rough time s, and I lost my mom and he 

works and takes care of me and my brothers 
·  Matthew-my nana because she pushed me to be the bes t that I can be 
·  Syed-my mother because she was the one who worked i n our family and she made 

so many sacrifices and it inspired me to work so ha rd 
·  Hugo-my friends because they were going to college and inspired me to go 
·  Claudette-I inspire me because I have to make mysel f want to do better 
·  Kevin-my dad because he did whatever he had to do t o provide for his family 
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Fighting For Survival…  
“When I was 9, my mom dropped me off at my sister’s house to visit for the summer.  Then the 
Fall came and I realized she wasn’t coming back.  I would call and she would say she was 
coming and she wouldn’t show up.  It was a disappointing feeling, I felt betrayed, lonely, 
depressed and had suicidal thoughts.  I thought the world would be a better place without me.  I 
knew I had to do something-so I got involved in this group called SAVE (Substance, Abuse, 
Violence, Education) who work with young children and taught them about abuse.  I learned other 
peers were going through the same or worse things.  For along time I felt what my mom did was 
my fault, but it wasn’t my fault.”  I became a Social Worker to fight for people and help them to 
do whatever they can to make their lives work.  
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·  Maha-my mom went through so much to give us what we have today 
·  Clinton-the president, he’s the current inspiration 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is it over? 
Are we finished fighting? 

Have all the barriers been broken? 
Walter Reuther felt that the struggle of human and civil rights was a never ending 

battle. 
He recognized that if people didn’t stay on point, the positive changes that were 

made one day could disappear the next. 
Reuther also realized the country was constantly gr owing in both size and 

technology 
So he fought for his future, for us. 

 

He fought to improve his world, will 
you fight for yours? 
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·  DEBBIE is fighting for educating women about the im portance of early detection 

and the importance of mammograms and self breast ex ams.  Original founder 
for The Race For A Cure.  In the beginning women we re even afraid to say the 
word “breast” let alone get mammograms.  Research-w e need to make sure the 
money is being spent to find a cure for this horrib le disease.  

·  I am personally fighting for the return of integrit y to the office of city leadership 
and fighting for every day people to get back on th eir feet.  

·  Been in the United States since I was five years ol d and have seen Americans 
and Arab Americans-have been able to see each and t hey are basically the 
same.  

·  I am fighting for the need for Universal Health Car e. 
·  I am fighting to give a voice to young people who a ren’t able to ask for help: 

who are not able to reach out to others.  They know  they have challenges they 
are dealing with, but don’t know how to ask for hel p. 

·  I am fighting for the youth that is coming right be hind us.  I am fighting for the 
future of our country, the future of our lives.  I want to paint the path to guide 
them and teach them how to survive the future.  

·  I am fighting for a older man who is new to this co untry.  Helping him with the    
fundamental needs that are moral and ethical.  

·  I am fighting for my mother who went through a lot when she was younger, but 
she’s always had a vision and she’s followed it.  
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Questions to stimulate discussion and thinking:  
 

Thinking about the video and the different people’s  fights, what are 
you inspired to fight for? 

 
Is civil rights still an issue?  Why do you think that way? 
 
What has changed in your lifetime (positive or negative) in regards to civil rights? 
 
Do you see yourself taking more of a role in the struggles of the future? 
 
How is the fight the same?  How is it different?   
 
What can you do to help? 
 
What is the significance of big dreams? 
 
Who has made an impact on your life? 
 
Who has inspired you to dream big? 
 
Who should we look to as role models? 
 
Can you name an instance when you made a difference in someone else’s life? 
 
Do you participate in humanitarian efforts? 
 
How are we all the same? 
 
How do you really feel about people who are different from you? 
 
Do you feel that people’s perceptions have changed in regards to tolerance? 
 
What do you think this quote means:  “it is one thing to accomplish a vision, it’s another thing to 
keep it”? 
 
Do you see yourself taking a more active role in the struggles of the future? 
 
What are things that we need to work on as a society? 
 
What are we struggling to overcome now? 
 
What can you do to help? 
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Activity Options:  
 
1. Making a Choice:  working individually, students create a power point presentation that 

depicts their social impacting goal or dream.  The power point will include the need, the 
idea, the action and resources needed to complete, and what it will look like when the 
goal/dream is accomplished.   

 
2. Taking a Stand:  visiting the Walter P. Reuther Library at Wayne State University and/or 

reading passages that highlight the kind of issues that Reuther was passionate about.   
Students will research a written report to be shared and/or reflected in a collage, poem or 
story board. 

 
 

 
3. Lead By Example:  physically volunteer at a shelter, soup kitchen, community center, 

museum or any non-profit organization that provides social services.  Report out about 
your experience, how it made you feel and what will be your next steps based on this 
experience. 

 
4. Identify Those Who Lead:  Research current organization or person who is striving to 

make a difference in the community and whose core values are aligned with Walter 
Reuther’s. (examples: energy conservation, community outreach) 
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What is Social Activism?    

Activism , in a general sense, can be described as intentional action to bring about social 
change, political change, economic justice, or environmental well being. This action is in support 
of, or opposition to, one side of an often controversial argument. 

The word "activism" is often used synonymously with protest or dissent, but activism can stem 
from any number of political orientations and take a wide range of forms, from writing letters to 
newspapers or politicians, political campaigning, economic activism (such as boycotts or 
preferentially patronizing preferred businesses), rallies, blogging and street marches, strikes, both 
work stoppages and hunger strikes, or even guerrilla tactics. 

In some cases, activism has nothing to do with protest or confrontation. For instance, some 
religious, feminist or vegetarian/vegan activists try to persuade people to change their behavior 
directly, rather than persuade governments to change laws. The cooperative movement seeks to 
build new institutions which conform to cooperative principles, and generally does not lobby or 
protest politically. 

 

Questions for discussion: 
 
Do you see yourself being more involved in social thinking and action since the election of our 
new president? 
 
What are your concerns about the future social struggles? 
 
What inspires you to dream? 
 
Recall an instance you made a difference in someone’s life?  How did it make you feel? 

What issues or concerns in the community, state, country or world are you interested in? 
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What is Civic Responsibility? 
 

Definition  

Civic Responsibility is defined as the “responsibility of a citizen” (Dictionary.com). It is 
comprised of actions and attitudes associated with democratic governance and social 
participation. Civic responsibility can include participation in government, church, volunteers and 
memberships of voluntary associations. Actions of civic responsibility can be displayed in 
advocacy for various causes, such as political, economic, civil, environmental or quality of life 
issues. 

Civic means, “of, relating to, or belonging to a city, a citizen, or citizenship, municipal or civil 
society” (ibid.). 

Responsibility refers to “the state or quality of being responsible or something for which one is 
responsible such as a duty, obligation or burden” (ibid.). 

A citizen is “a person owing loyalty to and entitled by birth or naturalization to the protection of a 
state or union” (ibid.). 

Citizenship means “a productive, responsible, caring and contributing member of society.” (ibid.). 

Questions for discussion: 
 
Based on the concerns or issues individuals identified during the social activism section; what do 
you think should be done to resolve or make these better? 
 
What do you feel in your civic responsibility is regards to this issue/concern? 
 
What are your ideas and thoughts on how to help with this issue/concern? 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
HIGH SCHOOL CONTENT EXPECTATIONS: 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
THE GOALS OF SOCIAL STUDIES 
“Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences to prepare young people to become 
responsible citizens.  Responsible citizens display social understanding and civic efficacy.  Social 
understanding includes knowledge of the human condition, how it has changed over time, the 
variations that occur in different physical environments and cultural settings, and the emerging 
trends that appear likely to shape the future in an interdependent world.  Civic efficacy is the 
readiness and willingness to assume responsibilities of citizenship, knowing how, when and 
where to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good in a pluralistic, democratic 
society.” (High School Social Studies Content Expectations, Michigan Department of Education, page 8) 
 
ACTIVE RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS 
“Our constitutional democracy requires active citizens.  Responsible citizenship requires student 
to participate actively while learning in the classroom.  Instruction should provide activities that 
actively engage students so that they can simultaneously learn about civic participation while 
involved in the civic life of their communities, our state, and our nation.  The social studies 
curriculum prepares student to participate in political activities, to serve their communities, and to 
regulate themselves responsibly.” 
“The responsible Citizen: 

·  Uses knowledge of the past to construct a meaningful understanding of our diverse 
cultural heritage and inform his/her civic judgments (Historical Perspective) 

·  Uses knowledge of spatial patterns on earth to understand the processes that shape both 
the natural environments and the diverse societies that inhabit them (Geographical 
Perspective) 

·  Uses knowledge of American government and politics to make decisions about governing 
his/her community (Civic Perspective) 

·  Uses knowledge of the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services to 
make personal, career and societal decisions about the use of scarce resources 
(Economic Perspective) 

·  Uses methods of social science investigation to answer questions about society (Inquiry) 
·  Knows how, when and where to construct and express reasoned postions on public 

issues (Public Discourse and Decision Making) 
·  Acts constructively to further the public good (Citizen Involvement) 

(High School Social Studies Content Expectations, Michigan Department of Education, page 9) 
 
Geography: an Integrative, Disciplined Study 

“Geography is an integrative discipline that brings together the physical and human 
dimensions of the world in the study of people, places, and environments.  The content of 
geography is the Earth’s surface and the processes that result in natural environments, the 
relationships between people and environments, and the ways that people use and view places 
both near and far.  Geography is important because the world facing students in the 21st century 
is more crowded, the maintenance of a sustainable physical environment more challenging, and 
the global economy more competitive and interconnected.  Comprehending issues and making 
decisions about local places, regions, the world, and the diverse environments and the 
economies require competencies with geography form the local to the global scale. 

The purpose for studying world geography is to foster the development of citizens who will 
actively seek and systematically use a spatial perspective in viewing the world.  The spatial 
perspective is the ability to view the patterns and dynamic processes on Earth.  Those patterns 
and processes occur as webs of relationships within the natural world and between the natural  
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world and the activities of human societies.  A spatial perspective enables an individual to 
visualize, comprehend, and ask questions about why the human and physical systems occur in 
particular patterns and combinations, where they are on Earth’s surface, why they are there, and 
what are the consequences for people and the environment?” 
(High School Social Studies Content Expectations, Michigan Department of Education, page 13) 
 
History: an Integrative, Disciplined Study 

“History is an integrative discipline that studies change and continuity over time in people, 
places, and environments. The content of history consists of human beings and how, at different 
times and in different places, people and their cultures and societies have changed and 
developed. Historians study the past to understand the present, drawing upon a vast storehouse 
of information about human behavior, relationships between people and environments, and the 
ways that people developed solutions to meet their perceived problems. World history is 
important for students in the 21st century, because of the role the past plays in shaping the 
present. As a philosopher once remarked, “We live our lives forward, but we understand them 
backwards.”   

“Like geography, history also seeks to foster citizens who actively and systematically 
investigate the world and its relationships. The disciplined study of history requires students to 
develop important questions, conduct inquiry, evaluate and develop historical arguments. Like all 
disciplines, historical study begins with problems, questions and curiosities. Historians wonder 
about how things came to be the way they are, or how interpretations of the past influence action 
in the present. History, however, requires the ability to engage in investigations using different 
types of evidence and data, including those generated by other disciplines such as economics 
and geography. The study of history requires students to analyze and use a wide range of 
sources – such as public and private documents, numerical data and maps – to develop the most 
accurate picture of the past possible.  Studying history also requires students to analyze and 
evaluate conflicting interpretations and assess past examples of change over time. History thus 
provides frequent opportunities to engage in reasoned debate, to assess the merits of competing 
claims about the present and the past, and to consider the world from different perspectives. It 
helps students understand the complexity involved in most changes while attending to the 
continuities often obscured by dramatic change. Students studying history also learn to make 
reasoned arguments, supported by facts and evidence, and informed by competing perspectives. 
History, thus, not only helps us use facts to understand the context and background of our 
institutions, cultures and societies, it also helps increase our ability to analyze change, evaluate 
others’ interpretations, and develop and improve our own. It draws on a wide range of information 
and approaches to investigate the dynamic historical processes and interpretations that shape 
the world in which we live.” 
 
The World in Time and Space: Michigan’s Content Exp ectations 
Michigan’s World History and Geography content expectations encourage students to work with 
and across different scales of time and space to: 

·  Investigate global patterns and developments over time while connecting more local 
patterns to larger interregional and global patterns. 

·  Employ different analytical schemes, including global, regional, national and local to 
understand developments over time. 

·  Compare within and among regions and societies, and across time. 
·  Develop an understanding of the historical and geographic context of human 

commonalities and differences, particularly in considering claims of universal standards or 
of cultural diversity. 

(High School Social Studies Content Expectations, Michigan Department of Education, page 14) 
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In their studies students will focus on five large historical and geographic patterns 

·  The causes, consequences, and patterns of changes in human governance systems and 
changes over time. 

·  The causes, consequences, and patterns of interactions among societies and regions, 
including trade, war, diplomacy, and international institutions. 

·  The impact of demographic, technological, environmental, and economic changes on 
people, their culture, and their environment. 

·  Causes, consequences, and patterns of cultural, intellectual, religious and social changes 
across the world, and among and within societies. 

·  The relationship between the environment and global and regional developments in 
population, settlement, economy, and politics. 

(High School Social Studies Content Expectations, Michigan Department of Education, page 14) 
 

General Social Studies Knowledge, Processes, and Sk ills 
K1 General Knowledge – embedded in WHG standards and expectations 
K1.1  Know the defining characteristics of the disciplines of history and geography. 
K1.2  Know that each discipline is subject to criticisms and limitations; be aware of the primary 

criticisms of history and geography. 
K1.3  Understand and analyze temporal and spatial relationships and patterns. 
K1.4  Understand historical and geographical perspectives. 
K1.5  Understand the diversity of human beings and human cultures. 
K1.6  Analyze events and circumstances from the vantage point of others. 
K1.7  Understand social problems, social structures, institutions, class, groups, and interaction. 
K1.8  Apply social studies concepts to better understand major current local, national, and world 

events, issues, and problems. 
K1.9  Integrate concepts from at least two different social studies disciplines. 
K1.10  Understand significant concepts, generalizations, principles, and theories of history and 

geography as disciplines. 
 

Social Studies Procedures and Skills – embedded in WHG standards and expectations 
P1 Reading and Communication – read and communicate effectively. 
P1.1  Use close and critical reading strategies to read and analyze complex texts pertaining to social 

science; attend to nuance, make connections to prior knowledge, draw inferences, and 
determine main idea and supporting details. 

P1.2  Analyze point of view, context, and bias to interpret primary and secondary source documents. 
P1.3  Understand that diversity of interpretation arises from frame of reference. 
P1.4  Communicate clearly and coherently in writing, speaking, and visually expressing ideas 

pertaining to social science topics, acknowledging audience and purpose. 
P1.5  Present a coherent thesis when making an argument, support with evidence, articulate and 

answer possible objections, and present a concise, clear closing. 
 
P2 Inquiry, Research, and Analysis – critically examine evidence, thoughtfully consider conflicting 
claims, and carefully weigh facts and hypotheses. 
P2.1  Understand the scientific method of inquiry to investigate social scientific and historical 

problems. 
P2.2  Read and interpret data in tables and graphs. 
P2.3  Know how to find and organize information from a variety of sources; analyze, interpret, 

support interpretations with evidence, critically evaluate, and present the information orally and 
in writing; report investigation results effectively. 

P2.4  Use multiple perspectives and resources to identify and analyze issues appropriate to the 
social studies discipline being studied. 

P2.5  Use deductive and inductive problem-solving skills as appropriate to the problem being 
studied. 

(High School Social Studies Content Expectations, Michigan Department of Education, page 20) 
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P3 Public Discourse and Decision Making – engage in reasoned and informed decision making 
that should characterize each citizen’s participation in American society. 
P3.1  Clearly state an issue as a question of public policy, trace the origins of an issue, analyze 

various perspectives, and generate and evaluate possible alternative resolutions. 
P3.2  Deeply examine policy issues in group discussions and debates (clarify issues, consider 

opposing views, apply democratic values or constitutional principles, anticipate consequences) 
to make reasoned and informed decisions. 

P3.3  Write persuasive/argumentative essays expressing and justifying decisions on public policy 
issues. 

 
P4 Citizen Involvement 
P4.1  Act out of respect for the rule of law and hold others accountable to the same standard. 
P4.2  Demonstrate knowledge of how, when, and where individuals would plan and conduct 

activities intended to advance views on matters of public policy, report the results, and 
evaluate effectiveness. 

P4.3  Plan and conduct activities intended to advance views on matters of public policy, report the 
results, and evaluate effectiveness. 

 
Disciplinary Knowledge – embedded in WHG standards and expectations 
Historical and Geographical Knowledge and Perspecti ve 

Know significant periods and events in world history; social, religious, and political 
movements; and major historical figures who influenced such movements. 
Identify and define specific factual information, themes, movements, and general principles 
operating in world history and geography to deduce meaning and comprehend patterns. 

Historical and Geographical Analysis and Interpreta tion 
Distinguish value judgments in historical and geographical information, weigh evidence, synthesize 
information, apply knowledge, make judgments, formulate generalizations, and draw conclusions. 
Global Analysis of World History Eras 4 – 8 
(High School Social Studies Content Expectations, Michigan Department of Education, page 20) 
WORLD HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 
F1  World Historical and Geographical “Habits of Mi nd” and Central Concepts 
Explain and use key conceptual devices world historians/geographers use to organize the past 
including periodization schemes (e.g., major turning points, different cultural and religious 
calendars), and different spatial frames (e.g., global, 
interregional, and regional)(National Geography Standard 2, p. 186) 
 

F2  Systems of Human Organizations 
Use the examples listed below to explain the basic fea tures and differences between hunter-
gatherer societies, pastoral nomads, civilizations, and empires, focusing upon the differences in 
their political, economic and social systems, and their changing interactions with the environment. 
(National Geography Standard 14, p. 212) 
 
F3  Growth and Development of World Religions 
Explain the way that the world religions or belief systems of Hinduism, Judaism, Confucianism, 
Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam grew, including 
• spatial representations of that growth 
• interactions with culturally diverse peoples 
• responses to the challenges offered by contact with different faiths 
• ways they influenced people’s perceptions of the world. (National Geography Standard 6, p. 195)  
 

F4 Regional Interactions  
Identify the location and causes of frontier interactions and conflicts, and internal disputes 
between cultural, social and/or religious groups in classical China, the Mediterranean world, and 
south Asia (India) prior to 300 C.E. 
(National Geography Standards 3 and 13A, pp. 188 and 210)       
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Extensions/Links/References  
 
 

 

WatRUfightn4.org  
 

A website designed for young people to share with the world what they are fighting 
for.  Young people will be able to share, learn and do something about it.  This will be 
an opportunity to fight for a positive and lasting change. 
 
www.reuther.wayne.edu  
 

Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University 
 
www.michigan.gov/mde  
 

Michigan Department of Education: link for High School Content Expectations 
 
www.watrufightn4.org  
 
WatRUfightn4 Website 
 

 
 
www.matrixhs.org  
 
Matrix Human Services 
120 Parsons Street, Detroit, MI  48201 
(313) 831-1000 

  


